Book Club Discussion Questions
Stories in the Old Style by Al Sim

1. Why do you think the author chose the title “Stories in the Old Style” for this collection? Describe some elements of Sim’s “old style” and the effect of that style on the stories he tells. 

2. What are some common themes that stories in this collection share? 
3. Many of the stories in the collection have no apparent resolution. What could be some reasons for this? How does the lack of resolution affect the reader? 

4. Sim’s stories are set in a variety of locales, with protagonists of both sexes and many different races. Why do you think he presents such a wide range of human experience? Despite their differences, do his protagonists have any innate similarities? 
5. In the story “Bargains and Dust,” why does the woman haggle over essentially useless objects? Where do you think her bitterness comes from? 
6. Both the “good guy” and the “bad guy” in “The Bully Bleeder” are distasteful to the narrator and the reader. Why would the author set two dislikable characters in opposition to each other? Do you think that any of the events in the story cause a change in the narrator, or just in Georgie and Alan? 
7. Why does the speculation over John Dilt’s toes become such a small town legend in “The Bootlegger’s Toes”? As Sim never reveals the answer to the riddle, what is the purpose of the story? 
8. Why would “The Freedom Pig” contain such supernatural elements as the prophesying mother and the ghostly wagon? Could the pig be representative of something other than money and the freedom it brings? 
9. The connected stories “Chuy’s Truck,” “No Mix,” and “La Estupidez de Cosas” all deal with life in the village of Los Huertos. How do Chuy’s and Rico’s dealings with Anglos mirror reality? Do Chuy and Rico have different strategies for dealing with Anglos? Why is the truck so important to Chuy, and the bar so important to Rico? 
10. The author uses a variety of characters and takes on different points of view, both in third and first person. Are these voices equally effective, or do you feel that one stands out? How does the choice of narrative voice affect the story being told? 
