Book Club Discussion Questions
The Species Crown by Curtis Smith

1. The stories in The Species Crown are written from a number of different points of view, including the rarely seen second person. How do you think the points of view affect the stories being told? What do you find the most interesting or compelling to read? 

2. A number of the short stories, including “Vacation in Ten Parts,” “The Baby Cries,” and “Amelia Imagines Herself in Terms of a Circle” are written in a distinctly unique style that uses mathematical precision and visual keys for the reader. In what ways could these stylistic elements affect readers? How do you feel about these elements?

3. Although Curtis Smith writes about a diverse set of characters in very different situations, are there any common themes that recur throughout the collection? Do any of the characters share overarching similarities? 

4. How do the characters in these stories handle depression? How do they deal with mental illness, social inadequacy, or feelings of anger and insecurity? 

5. Does the use of the second person in “Murder” affect the story for the reader? How would you react to the story if it were told in first or third person? Is the murderer ultimately sympathetic or reprehensible? 

6. Why do you think that in “The Real, True-Life Story of Godzilla!” Masago leaves Billy? Do you think he ever understands why? Do you think that he really finds her at the end, and does it matter either way? 

7. Why does Professor Asher need to try to find social acceptance among his students? Is he successful at any level? 

8. The novella “The Species Crown” deals with a number of emotionally charged issues including infidelity, mental handicaps, depression, and substance abuse. Is it a realistic portrayal of these issues? Despite his shortcomings, do you find the narrator to be sympathetic? Why or why not? 

9. How does Bobby’s eternal innocence help to lead Stan out of his years of guilt to a sense of redemption? What role does the death of his aunt and uncle play in this transformation?

10. What are your favorite stories in The Species Crown, and why? Who do you think are the most compelling characters? 

