Book Club Discussion Questions

The Land Breakers by John Ehle
1. Compare and contrast the romantic relationships presented in the novel. How is marriage similar or different from romantic love? Discuss the different kinds of love in the novel.
2. How is work treated in The Land Breakers? How does work differ between men and women? Why does the author go into such detail describing work? What kind of work is valued in the novel? What kind of work is not valued?

3.  How important is the notion of family to Mooney Wright? Different characters seek to either break or form family ties for different reasons. Define the nature of family in this world and analyze how some of the characters seek and/or seek to escape family ties.

4.  In what ways is a community like a family? Explain why the drive to create a viable community seems so important in this world and analyze some of the ways in which these characters strive to create community.
5. Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of Ernest Plover, Tinkler Harrison, Mina Plover, Lorry Harrison, Lacey Pollard, Mooney Wright, or any other character in the book.

6. Which characters seem to possess the most pride? Why? How does it manifest itself?
7. Discuss the role of luck in The Land Breakers. Which characters are lucky? Which are unlucky? What does it suggest?

8. Compare and contrast the parent/child relationships in the novel. How is the father/daughter relationship between Lorry and Tinkler similar or different from that of Mina and Ernest? What about Mooney and Fate vs. Mooney and Verlin or Lorry and Fate? Tinkler and Grover?
9. Discuss the ways in which animals are personified in the novel. In what ways are dogs different today than they were in the late 1700s? Why does Mooney say again and again that one mustn’t pity animals?
10. List and discuss some of the more heroic acts in the novel? Which character is the most heroic: Paul Larkins, Mooney, Mina, Lorry, Fate, Jacob? Why?
11. Do you recognize any of the place names in the novel? How many have you been to?

12. Why is Mina described once as an “angel child” and then another time as a “witch child”? Is there something supernatural about her? Is she charmed? Why? What do you make of the bear following her and protecting her from the wolf and panther?

13. What did you think of the great bear hunt scene? Were you glad it ended the way it did? Did Mina respond the way you thought she would?

14.  How many of the characters are immigrants? Where are they from? Why are the Germans singled out as being the most foreign?

15. Discuss the ways in which the mountain/the forest/nature is described as being one single entity. Would you say the mountain is itself a sort of character in the book? Why?
16. Which characters are the funniest? Discuss humor in the novel.

17.  Would you say the characters are more religious or spiritual or superstitious? Why? Give some examples of religion and superstition in the novel. Discuss the slave woman’s behavior during the birth of Lorry’s baby. Why did she behave as she did?

18. Why does Mooney speak to the grave so often? Does he know that Fate is standing nearby when he’s telling Imy about the boy? Is this an effective way for Mooney to communicate his feelings?

19. Who are the storytellers in the novel?

20. Why does Ernest complain about his daughters? Why does Mooney value Lorry’s sons so much?

21. Why does Mina say that nobody has ever given her anything when she meets Florence and Jacob and they give her food, a comb, and a new dress? Is she lying? Why?

22. Lacey fought at the Battle of Kings Mountain. What do you know of that battle?
23. Late in the novel, Lorry Harrison tells her father, who has challenged her way of life: “I made the best bargain I could.” There are many important trades or bargains in this novel. Analyze several of them and define why you think “trading” or “bargaining” was so important in this world.

24.  What do you think of Tinkler’s relationship with Belle? Who is more at fault: Tinkler, Ernest and Inez, or Belle?

25. Why does Mooney choose the mate he chooses? Did he make the right choice?

26. Are you satisfied with what becomes of Mina?

27. What is your favorite scene in the book: the bear hunt, the snake scene, the laurel slick scene, the love story scenes? Some other?
28. Could you have lived and done what these characters did? What would be the most difficult aspect of living in those conditions?

29. Were times better then or now?

30. Does your understanding of this novel make you appreciate our forebears more? Does it make you appreciate the way we live now more or less?

31. In what ways have you been a land breaker, leading the way for others to follow?

